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A TISHA BôAV RX 
 

E 
ven though Tisha BôAv has al-
ready (hopefully) been observed 
and our focus has (ideally) been 

on the destruction of both holy Tem-
ples in Jerusalem, it would do us well 
to learn that a little over two months 
ago, as Jerusalem Day was being 
celebrated throughout Israel, an or-
ganization by the name of The Temple 
Mount and Land of Israel Faithful suc-
cessfully brought a three ton 
ñcornerstoneò into Jerusalem to pre-
pare for the construction of the Third  
Temple! 

 

Yet, before emotions get the better of 
us, we ought to realize that as firm as 
this organization may be in their pas-
sion, an antidote must first be found to 
combat the ñdiseaseò responsible for 
destruction  of the Second Temple 
before construction  of the Third Tem-
ple can even be debated. 

 

The Beit Ha Mikdash or Second Tem-
ple was destroyed because of Sinat 
Chinam or groundless hatred.  Put 
differently, there were those among our 
people, especially in leadership ranks 
who despised one another, pretty 
much for no reason (good or bad) 
whatsoever. 

 

Groundless hatred and well based ha-
tred are not, nor should they be seen 
as being, indistinguishable.  Unlike 
other religions, Judaism does not nec-
essarily hate hatred.  There are, ac-
cording to our religion, certain types of 
hatred that are beneficial and even 
healthy for society.  As a matter of fact, 
the biblical Book of Proverbs reminds 
us that HaShem hates  these six: 
haughty eyes, a false tongue, hands 
spilling innocent blood, a heart plotting 

iniquitous thoughts, feet hastening to 
run to do evil and false witnesses 
spouting lieséHatred, in and of itself is 
not necessarily bad; groundless hatred 
is.  An antidote must therefore be 
found for the latter, not the former,  
before we can even begin to discuss  
construction of a third Temple. 

 

Moral relativism is far from moral.  The 
same people who ascribe Nazi like 
behavior to Israelis for making the lives 
of Palestinians ñinsufferableò would in 
all likelihood understand hatred as a 
universal malady with neither any ex-
ceptions nor qualifications.  Just as 
hatred is an absolute for moral relativ-
ists, so too is love.  For moral relativ-
ists ñwhat the world needs is love 
sweet loveò (composed by Burt 
Bacharach, recorded by Jacki De 
Shannon) is more than just a song, itôs 
a universal imperative! 

 

Moral Relativists insist that all  nations 
must show love.  And if any one nation 
ñruns out of cheeks to turnò then start 
all over again and try harder!  Meaning 
no disrespect to those who ascribe to 
moral relativism, the fact remains that 
the sinat chinam or groundless hatred 
spoken about by our tongues was one 
that existed among our  people.  The 
antidote therefore must be directed at 

our  people as well!   

 

The saintly Abraham Isaac Kook, Is-
raelôs first Chief Rabbi,  had it right all 
along!  If sinat chinam, groundless ha-
tred among Jews, was responsible for 
the destruction of the Temple, then 
ahavat chinam, loving oneôs fellow Jew 
ñjust becauseò will be the necessary 
antidote for the rebuilding of the Tem-
ple. 

 

Having just 
(ostensibly) 
marked 1939 
years being 
without a holy 
Temple, hav-
ing 
(presumably) 
mourned its 
destruction with the observance of yet 
another Tisha BôAv, it is not at all too 
late to heed Rabbi Kookôs message 
and do our share in preparing for the 
third Temple in Jerusalem by loving 
our fellow Jewé just because!  The 
possibilities and ramifications might 
very well be simply earthshaking. 

 

Rabbi Zell 

As I See Things  

By Rabbi Shawn B. Zell  
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August Torah Topics  

August 1ðVaôetchananðThree and Free 

August 8ðEkevðStay and Pray 

August 15ðReôehðStressing the Blessing 

August 22ðShoftimðDepending on the Ending 

August 29ðKi TetzeðShooing and Cooing 

 

Selichot Services  

Saturday, September 12  

Enjoy Refreshments &  

Movie òThe Chosenó - 8:45 PM  

Followed by Services 11:00 PM  

1 
1
/4 cups chopped peaches, fresh or 

well-drained frozen 
Allow toasted pecans to cool, then 
mix with preserves and peaches. 

Cake 
3 cups cake flour 
1 

1
/4 teaspoons baking soda  

1
/4 teaspoon salt 

3 sticks unsalted butter, softened 
3 cups sugar 
6 large eggs 
8 ounces sour cream 

2 teaspoons vanilla 
1 cup coarsely chopped pecans, 
toasted (see directions above) 
1 cup chopped peaches, fresh or well
-drained frozen 

Line bottoms of three 9-inch cake 
pans with parchment or waxed paper 
and grease sides and paper. Com-

bine flour, baking soda, and salt and 
set aside. Using an electric mixer at 
medium-high speed, cream butter 
and sugar until fluffy, 2 to 3 minutes. 
Mix in eggs one at a time, then sour 
cream and vanilla. Beat in flour mix-
ture on low speed until just incorpo-
rated. Fold in pecans and peaches by 
hand. Pour batter into pans and bake 
until light brown, 35 to 40 minutes. 
Let cool in pans for 15 minutes. 
Spread peach filling on one cake 
layer; top with a second layer and 
repeat, then add top layer. Ice cake, 
then press pecan halves around 
edge.  

 

Dulce de Leche Icing  
1 fourteen-ounce can dulce de leche 
1 cup pecan halves 
3 sticks unsalted butter, softened 
4 cups powdered sugar 
3 tablespoons heavy cream 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Toast 
pecans for 6 to 7 minutes; reserve for 
decorating cake. Using an electric 
mixer, beat butter until fluffy, 3 to 4 
minutes. Beat in powdered sugar, 
then cream, vanilla, and dulce de 
leche, mixing until fluffy, about 2 min-
utes. 

Peach Filling  
1 cup chopped pecans, toasted (see 
directions above) 
1 ten-ounce jar peach preserves 

Peach and Pecan Cake with Dulce de Leche Icing  

A truly wonderful cake!  Dulce de Leche can be found next to the condensed or evaporated milk in the grocery. 
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A 
n open Thank You to the 
Tiferet community: 

 

Some of you have heard the fol-
lowing story, but I repeat it here 
to make a point. 

 

At about 3:30 am on July 3rd, I 
was awakened by someone 
pounding on the front door of my 
house.  My first inclination was 
not to go to the door because I 
could not think of any reason that 
I would open the door for anyone 
at that hour.  After a few mo-
ments, I reconsidered and de-
cided I should investigate to see 
what it might be.  As I ap-
proached the front of the house, I 
saw the flashing lights of a police 
car at the curb.  By then, I was 
awake enough to hear Police Of-
ficer Travis Rose on the other 
side of the door screaming that 
my house was on fire.  I quickly 
threw on a pair of jeans and a 
pair of shoes and ran out the 
door.  Sure enough, there was 
fire breaking out of the window in 
the garage and moving up onto 
the roof.  Over the next few min-
utes as I waited for the fire trucks, 
I watched the fire move across 
the roof of the house.  Then, the 
firemen arrived and put out the 
fire.  At the time, it seemed like it 
took them forever.  When they 
were done, a portion of the house 

was destroyed by fire and the rest 
by a combination of water and 
smoke damage.  Essentially, I 
walked out with a t-shirt, jeans 
and a pair of shoes. 

 

The Fire Marshall put it all into 
perspective for me when he 
asked me if I understood how 
lucky I was.  I said that I thought I 
did and he explained that, had 
Officer Rose not driven down the 
street and noticed the fire when 
he did, I likely would have as-
phyxiated from smoke inhalation 
in less than 10 minutes. 

 

Obviously, my work in this world 
is not done.  I think it was Tiferet 
that saved my life. 

 

The offers of support from mem-
bers have been most heart warm-
ing.  Thank you to all of you who 
have offered me rooms to stay as 
a guest in your homes, or to have 
a meal, or offered me donations 
of clothes and even money.  This 
experience has shown me the 
heart of Tiferet and it is warm and 
caring. 

 

I have heard that some people 
have inquired about what they 
could do for me.  Other than be 
patient with me as I work to put 
my life back in order, I would ask 
that you help by contributing to 
and participating at Tiferet.  I am 
realizing that I will have, for the 
next several months, demands on 
my time that I had not anticipated 
and we could use help keeping all 
of Tiferetôs activities moving for-
ward.  Some suggestions include: 

 

Å       Help with and attend events.  
Coming up in the next few 
weeks are the Bar-B-Que 
and Movie night on August 
23rd and the Back to School 
Shabbat dinner on Septem-
ber 4th. 

Å       Make arrangements for your 
High Holy Day seats 
(deadline to buy tickets is 
August 7th) and give to the 
Yom Kippur Appeal. 

Å       Participate: 

Help prepare a Shab-
bat Kiddush. Join us 
or bring your own 
crew. Itôs a fun, crea-
tive and gratifying ex-
perience. 

Visit someone who is 
sick or suffered a loss. 
Itôs an important mitz-
vah and very much 
appreciated. 

Lend a hand or a tal-
ent to the 2nd Annual 
Tiferet Talent Show 
being held on October 
25th 

Get involved with 
Tiferetôs 120th anni-
versary celebration 
(see page 23 of this 
Hakol).  There is 
plenty to be done 

Join us as we prepare 
for the 17th annual 
Dallas Kosher Chili 
Cookoff at Tiferet on 
March 14, 2010 (It will 
be here before you 
know it.) 

From the President  
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Ed Jerome and Diane 

Benjamin  

Present A Check for 

$1,500 to Jewish 

Family Service from 

the Kosher Chili  

Cook ]Off  

 

Tiferet is a special community because individuals 
show up everyday to make it that way. 

 

I do not feel my situation is any more significant 
than others who have experienced a tragic loss; 
however, I can offer an interesting observation at 
this point in my ordeal.  In my role as President of 
Tiferet, I have had to be involved in events and ac-
tivities even though I may have preferred to hide 
out and be alone. My recent experience has shown 
me that being involved has helped me see beyond 
my own struggle.  I realize now that I am actually 
getting help by giving of myself.   I would invite oth-
ers in a similar situation to consider getting in-
volved. Tiferet wants to be there for you. 

 

Thanks again, Tiferet, for being there for me. 

 

Ed Jerome 
 

 

 

 

 

Help Tiferet Complete 

its  

Kosher Chili Cook ]Off 

T-Shirt Hall of Fame:  

We are Missing  

T-Shirts from  

Years 2 & 5   

If You Have These 

Years and  

Would Like to Donate 

Them  

Call the Office:  

214 -691 -3611  

Many Thanks!!!  


