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A Jubilee Yahrzeit  

 

N 
ot all yahrzeits are cre-
ated equal, especially if 
you happen to have 
been the second per-

son to have served as Chief 
Rabbi of Israel, following the foot-
steps of the remarkable Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook. 

 

What makes the yahrzeit all the 
more special is that Rabbi Abra-
ham Isaac HaLevi Herzog rose to 
greatness without ever having 
attended a Yeshiva!  If that were-
nôt enough, in addition to his vast 
Jewish Knowledge, Rabbi Herzog 
was awarded a PhD in literature 
by the London University for his 
thesis on Tôchelet, the blue col-
ored thread of the Tzitzit or 
fringes of the Tallis mentioned in 
the Torah. 

 

Rabbi Herzog began his rabbinic 
career in Belfast, Ireland.  Not 
only did he, out of his fervent love 
for Israel, establish the Mizrachi 
Federation of Great Britain and 
Ireland, but Rabbi Herzog was 
also instrumental in ensuring that 
shechitah or kosher slaughter in 
Ireland would in no way be 
aversely affected by the Slaugh-
ter of Animals Act of 1935. 

 

Rabbi Herzog might very well 
have been a candidate for Chief 
Rabbi of Britain had it not been 
for his involvement with the Irish 

underground. Why, he even inter-
vened to bring about the release 
of Irish prisoners held in British 
jails and went so far as to con-
duct hunger strikes during their 
incarceration! Yet, such an ap-
pointment would have been 
largely academic, given the fact 
that by 1936 Rabbi Herzog had 
already accepted the invitation to 
serve as Israelôs second Chief 
Rabbi following Rabbi Kookôs 
passing. 

 

As formidable and daunting as 
serving as Chief Rabbi of Israel 
under British rule may have been, 
Rabbi Herzog was not one to 
adopt a ñshah shtillò attitude. In 
fact, Rabbi Herzog left no stone 
unturned when it came to trying 
to rescue Jews during the night-
mare years of 1939-1945.  In ad-
dition to reaching out to the Stalin 
Government to secure travel per-
mits for Yeshiva students and 
staff stranded in Vilna to travel to 
Shanghai where refuge from Hit-
ler awaited them, Rabbi Herzog 
spent six months traveling 
through Europe immediately after 
the war in an attempt to find and 
rescue the many Jewish children, 
mostly orphans who were hidden 
in monasteries and convents as 
well as with non Jewish families. 

 

Say what you want about the ef-
forts of Pope Pius XII and what 
he did or failed to do while six 
million were being slaughtered.  
Not only did Rabbi Herzog meet 
with the Pope during that dark 

chapter in 
history, but 
in March 

1946 wrote 
Pius XII 
thanking 
him and 
ending his letter with the follow-
ing:  G-d willing, may history re-
member that when everything 
was dark for our people, His Holi-
ness lit a light of hope for them. 

 

This summer (19 Tammuz or July 
11th) marks Rabbi Herzogôs 50 
yahrzeit.  The next time you are 
in Jerusalem, take a look at the 
building adjacent to the Great 
Synagogue.  It is known as 
Heichal Shlomo or Solomonôs 
Temple, the seat of the chief 
Rabbinate. That building came 
about not only because of the 
philanthropy of David Wolfson, 
but also because of Rabbi 
Herzogôs initiative. 

 

May Rabbi Abraham Isaac 
HaLevi  Herzogôs memory serve 
as a blessing for Jews in Israel as 
well as Jews throughout the 
world!  

 

Rabbi Zell 

As I See Things  

By Rabbi Shawn B. Zell  
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June & July Torah Topics  

June 6ðNasoðDrinking Can be Hazardous to Your Health 

June 13ðBehaôalotechaðThe Aura of the Menorah 

June 20ðShelachðThe Travel Unravels 

June 27ðKorachðGangs and Gangsters 

July 4ðChukat/BalakðCursing and Nursing 

July 11ðPinchasðReward Points 

July 18ðMatot/MaseiðHaven Maven 

July 25ðDevarim/Shabbat ChazonðCaring and Bearing 

 

Did You Know?  

 

That Titus, referring to Rome after giving orders and ensuring that the Holy Temple in Jerusalem  

be destroyed was soon to receive his ñreward.ò 

Upon leaving the ship filled with Jewish captives, as well as plundered holy objects,  

Titus was ñvisitedò by a gnat that flew up his nostril and lodged in his brain.   

For seven years, the gnat gnawed at the brain of the Roman Emperor, ultimately killing him.   

Titus died at the age of 40. 

DIRECTIONS  
1.  Season salmon fillets with 

lemon pepper, garlic pow-
der, and salt.  

2.  In a small bowl, stir to-
gether soy sauce, brown 
sugar, water, and vegetable 
oil until sugar is dissolved. 
Place fish in a large reseal-
able plastic bag with the soy 
sauce mixture, seal, and 
turn to coat. Refrigerate for 
at least 2 hours.  

3.  Preheat grill for medium 
heat.  

4.  Lightly oil grill grate. Place 
salmon on the preheated 
grill, and discard marinade. 
Cook salmon for 6 to 8 min-
utes per side, or until the 
fish flakes easily with a fork.  

INGREDIENTS  
1 1/2 pounds salmon fillets  

lemon pepper to taste  

garlic powder to taste  

salt to taste  

1/3 cup soy sauce  

1/3 cup brown sugar  

1/3 cup water  

1/4 cup vegetable oil  

Grilled Salmon  

A simple soy brown sugar marinade with hints of lemon and garlic are the perfect salty sweet complement to rich salmon filets. 

This will get you rave 
reviews while serving 
something really good 

for you. 
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Chili Cook Off  

Chairs Jay Abrams, Janet Bubis & Diane Benjamin  

Present Yavneh òStudents Against Terrorismó 

With a  

$1,500 Check  

 

 


