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all marine life, the crops are de-
stroyed, the cattle are infected, 
and the atmosphere is being 
forced to endure a climate far 
more dangerous than any global 
warming. Like the ASPCA, the 
EPA would have been so zealous 
in their efforts that they would 
have found themselves in an en-
vironment where they were inca-
pable of realizing that the ten 
plagues paralleled the ten 
(Divine) utterances through which 
the would was created. They 
would have drawn the conclusion 
that just as Ha Shem does not 
create at once, so too does Ha 
Shem not destroy at once.  

 

The ACLU would have been part 
of the union of fault finders as 
well. If the ACLU would have re-
mained silent when it came to the 
plagues, then they most probably 
would have lodged a complaint 
with regard to what took place at 
Yam Suf (Red Sea). The ACLU 
would have cited the drowning of 
the Egyptians as cruel and exces-
sive punishment which in no way 
was commensurate for the en-
slavement of the Israelites in 
Egypt. The ACLU would never 
thought of taking the liberty to 
expose themselves to the Rab-
binic teaching based on the Song 
of the Sea (part of the daily 
Shacharit service) informing us 
that the Egyptians sank in three 
different ways or categories: The 
most wicked sank like straw (a 
slow death). The least wicked 
sank like lead (a quick death). 
The somewhat wicked sank like a 
stone (a death which was neither 
slow nor quick). Cruel and exces-

sive?  

Indeed! 

 

The Pass-
over Hagad-
dah with its 
ageless teachings predates the 
ASPCA, the E.P.A., the A.C.L.U. 
as well as other agencies. Un-
doubtedly, the Passover Hagad-
dah will continue to be read long 
after no one will be able to recog-
nize the letters representing 
those or any other agencies for 
that matter. 

 

As far as groupings of letters? 
Perhaps its time we concentrate 
on the such groupings courtesy of 
Rabbi Yehudah (also mentioned 
in the Hagaddah) Ditzach, Adash, 
BôAchav.  

 

A Joyous Pesach to All! 

Rabbi Zell 

Politically Incorrect Passover  

 

K 
ohelet (Ecclesiastes) was 
right on target when he 
reminded us that there is a 

time for every purpose under the 
heaven. If we were to take all the 
passages of the Passover literally 
rather than see some as allego-
ries as our rabbinic sages 
strongly suggest, we would soon 
draw the conclusion that given 
the many agencies in todayôs so-
ciety, the Haggadah as we know 
it could never have been written. 

 

The ASPCA would have hounded 
those responsible for Had Gadya. 
They would have objected to a 
cat eating a goat (however im-
probable and impossible). They 
would have raised cain at a cane 
beating a dog (for biting a cat). 
They would have been joined by 
PETA finding the slaughtering of 
the ox to be inhumane. They 
would not have taken the time 
however to consider that no dif-
ferent than Ha Lachma Anya, 
Had Gadya is also written in Ara-
maic thereby forming (Aramaic) 
bookends to the Hagaddah. They 
may have realized that with Had 
Gadya recited twice  at the end of 
each stanza, it alludes to the two 
offerings (paschal as well as Pil-
grimage) sacrificed at the Bait 
HaMikdahs or Temple. 

 

The EPA would have covered 
fertile ground in excoriating us for 
not being concerned over the 
ecology of Egypt. The waters of 
Egypt are ruined and along with it 

As I See Things  

By Rabbi Shawn B. Zell  
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March Torah Topics  

March 6ðKi TisaðShabbat ParahðGlancing at the Dancing  

March 13ðVayakhel/PekudeðShabbat HachodeshðMen of Cloth  

March 20ðVayikraðSacred Not Acrid  

March 27ðTzavðShabbat HagadolðOffer or Proffer  

March 30ðPesachðBitter to Consider  

March 31ðPesachðPostings and Roastings  

2. BASE: 
Separate the eggs, setting the 
yolks aside for the top. Beat the 
whites until they are just begin-
ning to turn white. Add in the 
sugar gradually and finish beat-
ing. Lower the mixing speed and 
add in the hazelnuts slowly. 
When itôs all incorporated, turn 
off the mixer. Spread this out on 
a parchment-paper-lined oven 
baking tray, and bake for 35 min-
utes. Remove from the oven. 
3. TOPPING: 
While the base is baking, melt 
together the chocolate, sugar, 
coffee, and oil in a double-boiler 
over a medium flame. Beat the 
yolks until they are thick and 
fluffy. Add the melted chocolate 
mixture to this egg mixture and 
mix by hand until incorporated.  

4. Spread this on top of the 
baked cake base and place it 
back into the oven to bake for 
another half hour. The cake will 
still be moist and will start to 
ñcrackò a bit on top when it is 
ready. Remove from the oven 
promptly and cut into bite-sized 
squares when cooled.  
 

 

Ingredients:  
BASE  
13 eggs, separated  
1 1/2 cups sugar  
1 lb. (500 grams or 4 1/4 cups) 

ground nuts  
TOP  
1/2 lb (450 grams) chocolate, 

parve  
2 tsp. coffee, dissolved in a drop 

of hot water  
egg yolks set aside from the 

base recipe  
3/4 cup sugar  
1 cup oil 
Preparation:  
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees 

Fahrenheit (180 degrees 
Celsius).  

 
 

Double Layer Shehakol Cake (Pareve, Pesach)  

Did You Know?  

 

Did you know that in the event of abject poverty where one lacks the necessary funds for wine for the Seder, 
the mitzvah of the four cups can be filled with ñthe beverage of the landò Here in the United States the bever-
age of the land would presumably be a popular soft drink. If one lacks even the funds for a popular soft drink, 
then at least Kiddush is made ï over (a broken) half of the middle 3 matzos.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The mystery is solved!  

 

O 
n the cover of the 2010 
Tiferet Israel Member Di-
rectory, the picture on the 

bottom shows four men with shov-
els and a pile of dirt.  We have 
been trying to identify the men and 
the event since we chose this pic-
ture for the cover.  Thanks to 
Naomi Bloom, the mystery is 
solved. 
 

Naomi is the granddaughter of 
A.J. Herman and Frieda Bernstein 
Herman.  A.J. Herman is one of 
the eleven Tiferet founders and 
was a baker.  His family lived on 
Caroline Street and he was known 
to deliver his bread door to door.  
Friedaôs father, Rabbi David Lewis 
Bernstein, is regarded as the first 
official Rabbi of Tiferet Israel and 
served from 1906 until 1919.  A.J. 
and Frieda had six children:  Sam, 
Sol, Ann, Clara, Idaray, and David.  
Sam Herman, served as a Gabbai 
for over 50 years from 1947 until 
his death in 1997.  According to 
Naomi, David is currently living in 
California. 
 

Naomi shared some Tiferet 
memorabilia with us that included 
a copy of the picture of these four 
men with the dirt with the date, 
locations and the names of the 
men noted in the margin. The 

event was the June 12, 1938 
ground breaking for the Tiferet 
Israel synagogue building on 
Grand Avenue.  The men from 
left to right are A.J. Herman, Max 
Katz, Rabbi J. Andres and Jake 
Donosky. 
 

Several people have told us that 
Max Katz was in the real estate 
business and gave the congrega-
tion the land for the Grand Ave-
nue building.  Maxôs second wife 
was Lillie Ablon, sister to Joe 
Ablon, another of Tiferetôs foun-
ders.  Katz Hall in our current fa-
cility is named for Max and Lillie.  
Max served as President of 
Tiferet for the years of 1936 to 
1937. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I donôt know anything about 
Rabbi J. Andres but would love 
to.  If you know something, 
please call me. 
 

We have written in previous Ha-
kolôs about Jake Donosky.  He 
was the merchant turned horse 
trader who started Tiferet by 
sharing his home with a group of 
new immigrants from Poland. 

I think it is amazing to understand 
that the congregation built the 
Grand Avenue building in the late 
1930ôs and, about twenty years 
later, they acquired the land on 
Hillcrest and built the first phase 
of our current facility (the school 
wing and foyer that, at that time, 
served as the chapel/sanctuary).  
The congregation moved into the 
current building in the late 1950ôs.  
Then, in the mid-1960ôs, the con-
gregation almost doubled the size 
of the Hillcrest building by adding 
the sanctuary and Katz Hall.  
They built two buildings and 
moved twice in thirty years.  The 
facility they envisioned and built 
on Hillcrest has now served us for 
almost 50 years. 
 

Acknowledging a Gift to Tiferet  

We would like to acknowledge a 
significant gift of furniture from 
the Samuelson, Candy and Luter-
man families.  Abe and Sadie 
Samuelson were core members 
of Tiferet and were two of the 
people who, during the congrega-
tionôs 120 year history, helped 
ñkeep the lights on.ò 
 

Sadie was a leader of the Sister-
hood and I have heard that she 
was one of four women who were 
always in the kitchen cooking for 
Tiferet events.  Sadie was also 
responsible for initiating the 
Tiferet Sisterhood Table Cloth 
project in 1950 in which families 
could have their families names 
stitched on the table cloth for a 
small fee.  This project continued 
into the 1990ôs.  There are now 
hundreds of names on the table 

  From the President...  

 



cloth which we had on display at the 120th Celebration 
dinner last November. 
 

Abe was well known as a wood craftsman and furniture 
maker.  The wood chairs and small cabinets on the bema 
in the Frishman chapel are examples of his work.  An 
Ahron Kodesh, two cabinets, and a Torah reading table 
that were in the Chapel at Golden Acres, the Jewish 
Home for the Aged, were also made by Abe.  Pictures of 
these items are included with this article. 
 

When Golden Acres was sold to non-Jewish owners, the 
Samuelson family, through Susan Candy Luterman, a 
grand-daughter, and Martin Samuelson (of blessed mem-
ory), a son of Abe and Sadie, asked that the furniture be 
moved to Tiferet.  The furniture was transfered to Tiferet 
in December 2009. 
 

We thank Susan and Martin for remembering the legacy 
that the Samuelson family had with Tiferet and for helping 
to make this gift a reality during our 120th Anniversary 
Celebration. 
 

Our intention is to install the Samuelson Ahron Kodesh in 
the Frishman chapel and move the Ahron Kodesh with 
the lions to an alternate location in the building.  One 
cabinet will be used in the chapel, the other in the foyer.  
We have been researching who arranged for the current 
Ahron Kodesh to be built so that we can be sure every-
one understands what we are doing before we make any 
changes; however, we have not been successful identify-
ing the donor of the lions. 
 

If you know who the donor was or have any other 
thoughts about our making this change, please let us 
know. 
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Acknowledges  

The Support of   

The Sylvan T. Baer Fund  

Administered by  
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Ed Jerome 


