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As | See Things

By Rabbi Shawn B. Zell

Voi ceo

Dondt Weep for

ondt weep fo
low! Sure, Jewish tradi-
tion reminds us that

unlike the palm, myrtle, and
etrog, (citron) the willow is the
only one of the four species
taken by us on Sukkot that is
lacking in both taste and fra-
grance. But before anyone
gets bent out of shape con-
sider the following:

Paul McCartney had a keen
understanding of the history of
the Jews when he told us: the
willow turns his back on in-
clement weather. Only it was-
nét a little
vigilance on the past of the
Guardian of Israel as well as
over destiny as a people that
we have been able to weather
any number of
throughout the generations.
The palm may tower over the
other four Sukkot species. It is
the willow however that stands

tall and proud.

Perry Como reflected how
nonce
neath the willow tree together
with a girl with moonlight in her
hair counting
What Perry Como was not
able to reflect upon was how

upon a ti

each and every year, there are
those who sit beneath the
schach or Sukkah covering
during the Fall harvest festival
and look up to the stars which
serve as a reminder of the
clouds of glory, very much visi-
ble to our ancestor during the
40 years of trekking through
the Midbar or Wilderness of
Sinai.

Patsy Cline seems to have
been on the right path, albeit a
tad late when she stopped to
see a weeping willow as she
went walking after midnight.
The truth of the matter is that
the willow weeps exactly at
midnight, as the willow, per-

| U Csonified by our ancestors wept

for joy as they departed from
Egypt when the clock struck
twelve. The willow, the real
willow continues to weep for

A <joy as it witnesses a people

transformed from a nation of
slaves, freely serving Ha
Shem over the millennia by
offering psalms of praise with
the etrog, palm, myrtle, and
willow in hand.

Little did
Patsy,
Perry, and
Paul real-
ize the
power of
the willow.

Rabbi Zell

TIFERET ISRAEL
WARMLY WELCOMES
NEW MEMBERS

Sandra Meinstein

Drs. Brian &

Michelle

Kravitz
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October Torah Topics

October 38 Sukkotd My Hunch, Your Bunch
October 48 Sukkotd Shaking All Over

October 108 Shemini Atzeretd An Immortal Portal
October 178 Bereshitd Went To A Garden Party
October 248 Noachd Waiving The Rules

October 318 Lech Lechad Slow Going

Sweet Potato Pecan Pie

INGREDIENTS:
1 (9 inch) unbaked pie crust

2 tablespoons unsalted butter,
melted

1 cup cooked and mashed sweet
potatoes

2 eggs, beaten

3/4 cup light brown sugar

1/2 teaspoon ground ginger

1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1/2 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/2 cup dark corn syrup

1 cup evaporated milk

1 1/2 cups chopped pecans

2 cups heavy whipping cream

3 tablespoons confectioners' sugar
1/4 cup hazelnut liqueur

1/4 cup pecan halves

DIRECTIONS:

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees F.

2. Prepare dough for one 9 inch
pie. Refrigerate until ready to bake.

3. Blend together the butter, sweet
potatoes, eggs, brown sugar, gin-
ger, cinnamon, nutmeg, vanilla,
salt, corn syrup and evaporated

milk. Pour filling into crust and
sprinkle with chopped pecans.

4. Bake for 40 to 45 minutes, or
until inserted knife comes out clean.
Set aside to cool.

5. Beat together whipping cream,
sugar and liqueur until soft peaks
form. Top pie with whipped cream
and pecan halves.

That a Sukkah can be built inside a house provided it is built directly under a detachable or
slide/flip open covering skylight that matches the dimensions of the Sukkah enabling the
Schach or Sukkah to be directly below the heavens/sky.
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From the President

iferet Israel is launching our
I 120" anniversary celebration
on November 20™. The official
120" anniversary date is March 15,
2010. Since that is the weekend we
will be hosting the 17" Annual Dallas
Kosher Chili Cookoff, we have sched-
uled the main 120" celebration event
for June 13, 2010 at 7pm. You will
hear more about the program in the
next few weeks.

Contemplating the significance of this
anniversary raises in my mind the
guestion:

AHow does an orga
for 120 years?o
In the beginning, eleven families

started holding services together in
the home of Jake Donosky on Caro-
line Street. They formalized their or-
ganization in 1890 by registering
Tiferet Israel Congregation with the
State of Texas on March 15",

| wonder if they even dreamed that
the organization might continue to
exist into the 21 ' century.

Imagine the trials and tribulations of
creating a Jewish life in Dallas in the
|l ate 18006s and
War |, the Great Depression, and
World War 1l. Economic ups and
downs drove lesser groups out of
business, yet Tiferet carried on.

t hG@Re befgre us.

Why was the Tiferet community
different?

Tiferetbds original
line Street; the congregation moved
to the building on Grand Avenue in
t he 3006s; and, f
Road in the 506s.
smaller facility consisting of what is
now the education wing and the
foyer. Katz Hall and the sanctuary
were added in the
community raised monies to build a
larger, grander building each time
they moved up.

| have been a student of manage-
ment for over 30 years and have
been involved with a number of for-
profit and non-profit groups. | find it
n ifasGNgling, 1y see ywhich; ogganiza-

tions are successful and why.

In the case of Tiferet, | believe we
are still here after 120 years be-
cause, all along the way, there
were people here who cared and
invested their time, energy and
money to create a legacy for fu-
ture generations.

We have begun to interview people
in the community to learn more about
the history of Tiferet and the people
who kept the lights burning. We are
hearing great stories told with love
and passion about those coura-
geous, committed individuals who
APl | B e o
predecessors loved doing the wor
as much as their children enjoy tell-
ing the stories about late night meet-
ings, passionate debates over con-
troversial issues, Shabbat dinners,

holiday celebrations, religious school
events and young people pro-
grams. They may not have had Ko-

sher Chili Cookoffs, Pitzel Puppet
Players, Fall Follies Talent Shows

and a Community Garden that has
contributed, in its first six months of
exfstentes ovey 4@ poumds df fresho -
produce (watermelons, cucumbers,
tomatoes, and zucchinis) to the Jew-
ishaanilyyServicé North Fekals Foodr e s t
BaAki buff they Isatl the sarhei sensew a s
of dedication to serving their commu-

nity, supporting those who need
help, educating those who want to
I6ath ysuth and Rduks), and provid-e t
ing a safe place for Jews to worship

and have fun.

This week we joined together for an
amazing evening watching the His-

tory Channel progr am,
the Woodso, about th
erso partisan group

lives of 1,200 Jews in Russia during
the Holocaust. Our very special
guest speaker for the evening was
Leah Johnson, mother of Dallas resi-
dent Dr. Murray Johnson, who told
about how, at the age of 16, her life
as the daughter of a very successful
store owner in a small city in Poland
was destroyed by the war and the
German onslaught. Ms. Johnson
and her brother escaped from the
ghetto and found their way to the
Bielski Brothers in the forest. To her
amazement, she miraculously found
her mother, brother and sister had
also found their separate ways to the
Bielski group. Ms. Johnson told
about the years she lived with the
group in the forests of Russia fighting
the Germans and trying to survive
the horrendous physical condi-
tions. She met her husband who
was also a partisan living in the for-
est and after the war they moved to
Montreal where they raised their
family.
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Creating and growing Tiferet over 120 years was easy
compared to the ordeal suffered by the Bielski group mem-
bers in their few years of being together.

Our job is to keep Tiferet alive for another 120 years and
that is easier than the work either of those groups accom-
plished. The only hard part is that, this time, the work is
ours to do.

Now is YOUR opportunity to create a legacy and memo-
ries for your family, your children, your grandchildren and
your great grandchildren. All it takes is a commitment to
Tiferet and a little of your time, energy and money. As Nike
would say, fAJust Do I1t! o

Last year at Kol Nidre, | said that there were three
things you could do for Tiferet over the next year. I will
tell you the same thing again this year.

Participate. Tiferet comes alive every single day because
people like you make time in their day, week or month to do
something for the Tiferet community. Come to minyan,
help in the office, visit or call someone who is sick or needs
help, cook in the kitchen, serve on a committee, organize
or help with an event or come to a Shabbat dinner.

Bring a friend. We are building our community. Tell your
friends about us and bring them with you. They may be

excited about what they see happening at Tiferet and enjoy

becoming a member as well.

Continue to contribute financially. | assume you know
that we need your contributions to pay salaries, to keep the

lights and air conditioning on, and to provide programs.

In

past years, Presidents have told you that dues only cover
about 40% of those costs. Please find it in your heart to

help Tiferet remain strong and vibrant with a gift to this
yeards Yom Kippur Appeal
done so). We will appreciate your generosity and you

(if
are

welcome to pay your pledge in multiple payments in what-
ever way fits your budget. And during the year, honor your

simchas and acknowledge your friends and family with

a

contribution. You can see a list of funds available on page
25 of this Hakol. Or we would welcome you as a sponsor

for any of the activities that excite you.

We want to be there for you today and for your families
over the next 120 years and we pray that you will help

us achieve that goal.

Your life will be richer for it and your own legacy will

be that much longer lasting. Then, your children and

grandchildren will have their own Tiferet stories to tell
for the 150th, 175th and 200th anniversaries.

¥

Dr. Murray Johnson, Leah Johnson (of the
Bielski Brothers Group) and Rabbi Zell at the
Beilski Brothers program.
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Semi -Annual
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, October 18

9:30 AM

Important discussion concerning the
Election of the next President in

March 2010
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1 October

Michael Blashka 18 October
Shayna Dunsky Lindsey Rudick
Robyn Mirsky

4 October

Herman Schwartz 19 October

Joe Pincus Cecil Liken

7 October 22 October

Bradi Schiller Jeffrey Seymour
Ivor Robinson

Joseph Blashka 23 October

A mw@O 40 0

Steven Goldfine

8 October

Derek Poole 24 October

Emanuel Rohan
10 October

Harlan Holiner
25 October

Joanna Robinson .
Dani Golan

Mark Abramson

13 October

Ram Degani
27 October

Andrea Hopkovitz

15 October
Lilly Wider

Sheina Tolmas

Benjamin Liener

16 October

29 October

Avi Keyes

Louis Cohen Ronald Dubner

N <>OUOI 43108V —w

17 October 31 October

Asher Keyes Adam Fenster
Daniel Prescott Murray Goldenberg
Janet Gadol Yaeli Keyes

Mollie Blashka

o mwOoO 40 O

OM—O>pnImMm<—22>r

21 October

Dr. Sol and Ruth Lurie

24 October
Emanuel and Valy Rohan

Jerry and Suzanne Candy

26 October

Irving and Dorothy Schwartz

29 October

Steven and Denise Glazer

30 October

Avner and Carol Wolanow
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